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The Williams Club 2003 Faculty Forum:

re•li•gion    
( P ) ronunciation Key  (r-ljn)
n. 
1. Belief in and reverence for a supernatural power or powers 
regarded as creator and governor of the universe. 
2. A personal or institutionalized system grounded in such 
belief and worship. 
3. The life or condition of a person in a religious order. 
4. A set of beliefs, values, and practices based on the teach-
ings of a spiritual leader. 
5. A cause, principle, or activity pursued with zeal or consci-
entious devotion. 
      

 e•vil    
( P )  Pronunciation Key  (vl)
            adj. e•vil•er, e•vil•est 
1. Morally bad or wrong; wicked: an evil tyrant. 
2. Causing ruin, injury, or pain; harmful: the evil e�ects of a 
poor diet. 
3. Characterized by or indicating future misfortune; ominous: 
evil omens. 
4. Bad or blameworthy by report; infamous: an evil reputa-
tion. 
5. Characterized by anger or spite; malicious: an evil temper. 

n. 
1. The quality of being morally bad or wrong; wickedness. 
2. That which causes harm, misfortune, or destruction: a leader�s 
power to do both good and evil. 
3. An evil force, power, or personi�cation. 
4. Something that is a cause or source of su�ering, injury, or 
destruction: the social evils of poverty and injustice. 

AT  THE  CLUB-

DOES RELIGION CREATE EVIL?
	 In recent years, some have used the term evil to describe types of governments, 
religious beliefs they do not hold, political acts they do not agree with and people they do 
not like.
	 Over the centuries many deeds have been done in the name of God or the cause of 
one religion or another. Some of these have been good, some evil. Many are up for debate. 
	 Why have some religions been labeled as evil or good? What is evil? Is it just a term 
used by one side to characterize an opposing viewpoint? Is there an act or belief that all 
cultures can agree is evil?
	 Is there an inherent relationship between religion and evil?
	 These questions and more will be up for discussion in this spring�s Faculty Forum at 
The Williams Club. The participants and their views are detailed below.
The Williams Club Faculty Forum: Does Religion Create Evil? will take place Saturday, April 5th, beginning 
with registration at 12:30 PM, Lunch from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM, the Forum itself starts at 2:30 PM and will 
be followed by cocktails and hors d�oeuvres. Price is $60.

	

William Darrow, Religion Department Chair, Jackson Professor of Religion - Williams College
�I teach religion and Middle Eastern studies. My primary areas of interest are pre-Islamic Iran and the 
early centuries of Islam. I spent last year on sabbatical doing research in Jordan and Syria and traveling 
widely in the Middle East, Central Asia and China.�
I would like to focus on �From axis of hatred to axis of evil� and think about what was involved in 
embracing that term to describe the regimes of Iraq, Iran and North Korea. What is involved in rais-
ing the rhetorical level by invoking ideas of evil and the attendant traits of dualism and moralizing 

behind that mode of approaching the world.� 

Peter Just, Professor of Anthropology - Williams College
�I teach cultural anthropology and have a longstanding interest in the anthropology of religion. Much 
of my �eld research has been conducted in Indonesia, including several years with a community 
in the highlands of Sumbawa who have historically been animists, but many of whom are recent 
converts to Islam and Christianity.�
�I�m interested in the question, �Are there animist fanatics?� It seems to me that the parochialism of 
tribal religions and the universalism of �world religions� o�er an interesting contrast that bears signi�cantly on the 
topic of our forum.�

Nancy Levene, Assistant Professor of Religion - Williams College
�I teach religion, philosophy and Jewish studies, with my research focusing on such issues as interpreta-
tion, diversity, con�ict, and theories of social and political life.�
�I will speak about the conceptions of good and evil in two places in the Bible: Genesis (the Garden of 
Eden story) and Exodus (Mount Sinai and the giving of the law), as well as rabbinic readings of the latter. 
What I will focus on are the contemporary implications of the texts for cultures that are still in�uenced 

by the Christian and Jewish Bibles.�
Je�rey K. Salkin, Rabbi

�I am a Reform congregational rabbi and author of popular books on spirituality and religion in the 
modern world, I would like to focus on the entire question of �Does Religion Create Evil?� from a Jew-
ish historical and theological perspective. I intend to look critically at several Biblical texts that seem 
to re�ect the �dark side� of religion, and discuss how they reveal the multi-faceted view of religion in 
the contemporary world.�

Alan White, 
Philosophy Department Chair, Mark Hopkins Professor of Philosophy - Williams College
�I teach in the Philosophy Department. The approaches to philosophical problems I �nd most 
congenial are those of the ancient Greeks, particularly Aristotle, and those of recent Germans, 
especially Hegel, Nietzsche, and Heidegger. I would like to introduce two distinct ways of think-
ing about the origins of evil: Hegel�s and Nietzsche�s.�

SPRING SPECIAL
Reserve a hotel room for 2 nights any time 

between July 1st and September 30th,
 and you’ll get the 3rd night free.

This offer is available for purchase from
March 1st through March 31st, 2003.

ALsO AVAILABLE
A great meal. $25, $35, $45 and up. 

You set the amount.
Tickets to one or more of our events. 

$10, $20, $30 and up. 
You set the amount.

Just call (212)697-5300.
Ask for Allyson or Bob.

THEWILLIAMs CLUB GIFt 
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ARts & ENtERtAINMENt COMING IN MARCH/APRIL

Last month we celebrated A Cappella Night 
at the club. I�d like to once again thank the 
Accidentals and the Ephlats for gracing the club 
with a wonderful performance. In honor of their 
performance I will be delivering this month�s 
column a cappella, which means, of course, while 
wearing a hat.  (And considering how cold it�s been, 
what was I thinking by not putting on a hat before 
this? And a sweater or two. And mittens. Earmu�s. 
Thermal Socks�)

So, what�s on tap for March? I�d like to invite 
you all to take advantage of the Paul Taylor Dance 
Company�s special ticket o�er for their March 6th 
performance. The Taylor Company, which I�ve 
seen a few times over the years, is one of the more 
energetic and intelligent dance companies on the 

scene. I can pretty much guarantee a good time. 
You should also plan to attend our two �lm-related 
events, �rst on the 18th featuring �lmmaker Robert 
Seidman and then on the 25th our panel on Jane 
Austen and The Movies.

You may wonder how I do what I do. Where do 
the ideas for programs come from? In my continuing 
e�ort to demystify the process (Remember last 
month when I told you that when I say it�s February 
it is, in actuality, December), I am going to uncover 
just a bit of my creative process. In many cases I 
come up with an interesting concept and hone and 
re�ne it until it�s just right. And sometimes the ideas 
just kind of fall into my lap.

A couple of months ago, Gregg Meister �67 
called me up and suggested that I speak with Robert 
Seidman, a screenwriter and filmmaker, about 
putting together a program of some kind. When I 
took a look at Bob�s bio I knew we would have an 
interesting evening in store for us. 

I was out having a drink with my friend Nora 
Nachumi, telling her about my new job here at the 
Club and she asked whether we would consider a 
program on Jane Austen and the �lms based on 
her works. I thought about it overnight, and by the 
next afternoon we were on our way to Jane Austen 
and The Movies.

I was speaking to my old friend Rabbi Je� Salkin 
(we went to summer camp in Great Barrington, MA 
and SUNY Purchase together), tossing around 
ideas for future programs and he suggested �Does 
Religion Create Evil?� When the opportunity arose to 
make that the subject of our Spring Faculty Forum 
I decided to go with it.

I wouldn�t want you to think that I�m sitting 
around here waiting for programs to drop like 
manna from heaven. I prefer to believe that I�m in 
the right place at the right time speaking to the 
right people with the right ideas. 

And what could possibly be wrong with 
that?

Thank you and good afternoon.

THE 
MEMBERs 

CORNER

FROM DUst tO DAwN: REBUILdING A FRANCHIsE IN ESPEEd

HOwARd LUtNICK, CHAIRMAN & CEO, CANtOR FIRZGERALd/ESPEEd
Before 9/11 Howard Lutnick was a highly successful �nancial services leader and well-regarded expert 

on �nancial markets.  Upon the loss of 658 Cantor Fitzgerald and eSpeed employees in 
the World Trade Center terrorist attacks on September 11th, Mr. Lutnick led the miraculous 
business recovery of both Cantor Fitzgerald and eSpeed and pledged to help take care of 
the families of the �rm�s lost colleagues.  Mr. Lutnick is the recipient of numerous awards 
for his philanthropic e�orts over the years.

Among the topics to be discussed are:
How did Cantor Fitzgerald grow eSpeed into the leading developer of real-time, B2B, 

multiple buyer/multiple seller marketplaces for the �nancial services community?
How has leadership through purpose and corporate culture guided Cantor Fitzgerald and eSpeed 

from the depths of tragic loss on 9/11/01 at the World Trade Center back to its position at the forefront 
of �nance?

How has the leadership of Cantor Fitzgerald/eSpeed demonstrated a preeminent sense of corporate 
responsibility to its employees?

This event is a part of The Wharton Business Leadership Speaker Series, which is sponsored by Hale 
and Dorr LLP, a leading technology law �rm. 

Wednesday, March 5th, 2003. Wine and Cheese Networking at 6:00 PM. Discussion at 7:00 PM. 
Cost is $35 for Williams Club and Wharton Club members, $50 for non-members. For information and 
reservations go to www.whartonny.com and click on Events. 

AN EVENING wItH SAM GILLILANd
Sam Gilliland was named president & chief executive o�cer of Travelocity in May 

2002. Prior to this appointment, he served as the chief marketing o�cer for Sabre Holdings 
Corporation and group president of Sabre�s Airline Solutions unit. Gilliland joined Sabre in 
1988 as a programmer, and held numerous positions there, including senior vice president 
and general manager of Product Marketing, senior vice president and general manager of 

Sabre Business Travel Solutions and �eld managing director of sales for Sabre�s western division.
Travelocity pioneered the online travel space and continues to be the most popular travel service on 

the Web, giving consumers the tools and information to plan, save and make their travel better. Travelocity 
members can access reservations and information for more than 700 airlines, 55,000 hotels, 50car rental 
companies and 6,500 cruise and vacation packages, all backed by more than 1,000 customer service 
representatives who o�er 24-hour assistance. With more than 34 million members and more than $3 billion 
in gross sales in 2001, Travelocity is the sixth largest travel agency in the United States.

This event is co-sponsored by the Oxford Alumni Association of New York.
Wednesday, March 26th. Reception at 6:30 PM. Presentation begins at 7:00 PM. Price is $10.

PHOtOGRAPHY BY HARVEY WANG
Harvey Wang is a widely published photographer and Emmy award-

winning �lmmaker. His most recent book, �Flophouse: Life on the Bowery� 
(Random House, 2000), was called �staggering...the most important book 
of the summer� by George magazine. Mr. Wang has published four other 
books, including �Holding On: Dreamers, Visionaries, Eccentrics, and 
Other American Heroes� (W.W. Norton & Co., 1995) and �Harvey Wang�s 

New York� (W.W. Norton & Co., 1990).
The highly acclaimed photographs from �Holding On� and 

�Harvey Wang�s New York� were exhibited at the National Museum 
of American History in Washington, D.C. They have been traveling 
throughout the United States since 1998. Mr. Wang has also had 
solo exhibitions at the Museum of the City of New York, South Street 
Seaport Museum, New York Public Library, and New-York Historical 
Society. His work is in the collections of the Smithsonian Institution, 
Brooklyn Museum, and P�zer, Inc.

Over the last 25 years, Mr. Wang�s photographs have appeared 
in many newspapers and magazines, including The New York Times Magazine, The Village Voice, Newsweek, 
Playboy, The New Yorker, The Wall Street Journal, The Face, Smithsonian, and Rolling Stone. His photographs 
have also appeared as cover art on numerous book jackets, including on books by Larry Grobel, Brion Gysin, 
Jonathan Kozol, William Maxwell, Susan Sheehan, and Dee Snider.

Mr. Wang is a graduate of SUNY Purchase and has been a film and 
commercial director since 1993. He has shot and produced documentaries 
for National Geographic, CBS, HBO, and WNET/NY. In 1995, he was Director of 
Video for the Miramax �lm �Blue in the Face.� Mr. Wang has directed television 
commercials for Maysles Films, and is now represented by Celsius Films in New 
York City. 

Mr. Wang will be making a slide presentation of his work followed by a 
discussion. His books will be available for sale at the event. For examples of his 
work please visit his website www.harveywang.com.

Bob Kahan
Program Manager



THE 2002 ELECtIONs: WHAt HAPPENEd? WHAt NOw?
    Tuesday, February 25th.  Reception at 6:30 PM, presentation begins at 7:00 PM.  Price is $10.

PAUL TAYLOR DANCE COMPANY
The Paul Taylor Dance Company has extended an invitation to 

the Williams Club to attend their March 6th performance at City Center 
at �early-bird� discounted ticket prices. The programs for the evening 
includes O�enbach Overtures, Mr. Taylor�s humorous look at the bon 
vivants of the Belle Epoch, and one of his most balletic works; Snow 
White, featuring the young lady herself and �ve dwarfs; and Promethean 
Fire in its New York premiere. The New York Times, reviewing the work�s 
world premiere, called it �quite simply one of the best dance works 
choreographed by Paul Taylor.� It has a wonderful score of three works 
by Bach as orchestrated by Stokowski, and features all 16 Company 
members as it examines the spectrum of emotional colors in the human 

condition. This is a �family-friendly� performance suitable for youngsters as well as adults. 
Orchestra and Grand Tier Tickets are $48 each. Mid-Mezzanine tickets are $36 each. Rear Mezzanine 

tickets are $24 each.  Please reserve early. Tickets o�cially go on sale at the end of January and are sure 
to go quickly. Non-cancelable.

OPERA NIGHts wItH TONY SHEPPARd
Verdi�s OtELLO

The Williams Club is proud to o�er members two opportunities to enjoy New York�s fabulous 
Metropolitan Opera on a whole new level.  Start o� at the Club with a gourmet dinner hosted by Professor 
of Music Anthony Sheppard.  As you dine, Professor Sheppard will play excerpts from that night�s opera, 
giving an overview of the plot and musical highlights, putting the work into a historical and artistic context 
that will add new meaning and understanding to your experience of the performance.  

After dessert you�ll be whisked away to Lincoln Center where your seats in the Dress Circle will 
await you.  This program is one of our most popular, so be sure to reserve early.  Whether you�re an opera 
a�cionado or just an amateur enthusiast, we�re sure you�ll enjoy an evening of dining and music.
OtELLO

Verdi�s second Shakespearean opera was to be his last dramatic (in the descriptive sense) work, 
followed only by his sublimely comedic Falsta�.  Verdi began to think about an operatic setting of Otello 
in 1879, and he asked Arrigo Boito to draft a libretto. However, Verdi was not sure that he had the energy 
to work and �ght for what he felt was needed to bring this tragedy to the stage. Boito and Ricordi, Verdi�s 
publisher, gently prodded the composer, and �nally, in 1886, Verdi completes the score. 

 Friday, March 14th. Dinner begins at 6:00 PM sharp. Performance at 8:00 PM. Price is $130.  Includes 
dinner, lecture, ticket and transportation to Lincoln Center. Limited to 24. Non-cancelable.

 	  

AN EVENING wItH ROBERt SEIdMAN
Robert Seidman is an accomplished novelist and screenwriter. Seidman�s �lm credits include the 

Emmy-nominated documentary �lm, A World Apart:  Hasidism in America; In Our Time (the �nal show in 
the nine-part television series Art of the Western World); and Wallace Stevens:  Man Made Out of Words.  
He was Creative Consultant to Riding the Rails:  Teenage Hobos in the Great Depression, nominated for 
an Academy Award.  He has scripted documentaries on Margaret Mead, Samuel Beckett, Joseph Pulitzer 
and Gordon Parks.  Seidman is the Senior Writer on The American Novel, a series of six two-hour �lms 
being produced by Susan Lacy of American Masters at WNET.  He has written or re-written screenplays 
for several feature �lms, including Vamping starring Patrick Du�y and Alphabet City, starring Vincent 
Spano.  Seidman has authored articles and reviews and written for other media, including a CD/ROM 
on Robert Frost.

Seidman will talk about the pleasures and challenges of writing for �lm and television.  He will 
examine his seriocomic experiences with independent feature �lms.  Seidman will also present brief 
excerpts from three documentary �lms, Wallace Stevens:  Man Made Out of Words; A World Apart:  
Hasidism in America; and Riding the Rails:  Teenage Hobos in the Great Depression.  Seidman researched 
and wrote the Wallace Stevens �lm.  In the process of co-writing A World Apart, Seidman often clashed 
with his producer and co-writer, and some of the tensions between their approaches and beliefs spilled 
into the Emmy-nominated �lm.  Seidman was asked to help reorganize Riding the Rails after it was �lmed.  
He�ll explore his and others� roles in the editing process, a collaboration that produced an Academy Award 
nominated �lm.

Tuesday, March 18th.  Reception at 6:30 PM, presentation begins at 7:00 PM.  Price is $10.

FACULtY FORUM: DOEs RELIGION CREAtE EVIL?
(Please see article on page 1)
Saturday, April 5th.  Lunch: 1-2:30 PM. Panel 2:30-5:00 PM. Cocktails and Hors d�oeuvre: 5:00 PM 

Price is $60.

ARts & ENtERtAINMENt IN FEBRUARY/MARCH

Jane Austen has become more popular than 
ever due to a recent spate of movies based on her 
novels.  Join us for a panel discussion at which we 
ask, among other questions, whether �lms can ever 
accurately represent the novels upon which they are 
based?  How do directors, screenwriters, and actors 
negotiate between their vision and that of the author? 
Can an 18th-century author�s work resonate in the 21st 
century? Panelists include Ron Rosenbaum of the New 
York Observer, Rachel Brownstein, Professor of English 
at CUNY Graduate Center and Brooklyn College, and 
Nora Nachumi, Assistant Professor of English at Yeshiva 
University, all of whom have written on translating 
Austen to �lm.

Participants
Rachel Brownstein, Prof. Dept of English, CUNY 

Graduate Center & Brooklyn College written extensively 
on Jane Austen. Other works include Becoming 
a Heroine: Reading about Women in Novels and 
Tragic Muse: Rachel of the Comedie-Francaise and 
has contributed to Jane Austen in Hollywood, The 
Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen, Confessions of 
the Critics, Fay Weldon�s Wicked Fictions, and Out of the 
Garden: Women Writing on the Bible.

Nora Nachumi is Assistant Professor of English 
at Stern College/Yeshiva University. She has written 
extensively on Austen and �lm. Her most recent article, 
Seeing Double: Theatrical Spectatorship in Mans�eld 
Park is on Austen and the Eighteenth-Century Stage. 
Currently, she is working on an essay about tensions 
between non-academic readers and scholars who 
study Austen.

Ron Rosenbaum�s most recent books are Explaining 
Hitler and The Secret Parts of Fortune. His work has 
appeared in the New Yorker, The Atlantic, Harper�s and 
the New York Times Magazine. In his �Edgy Enthusiast� 
column for the New York Observer he has written 
several columns on Austen-related questions, including 
speculations about what personality types favor which 
Jane Austen novels. 

Tuesday, March 25th. Reception at 
6:30 PM. Program begins at 7:00 PM. Price 
is $10.

To better prepare for the discussion, we suggest 
you read or view some of the following:

Books:
Mans�eld Park, Emma, Pride and Prejudice
Films:
Mansfield Park (dir. Patricia Rozema), Clueless 

(dir. Amy Heckerling), Pride and Prejudice (dir. Simon 
Langton/BBC production), Emma (dir. Douglas McGrath), 
Sense and Sensibility (dir. Ang Lee)

    

JANE AUstEN

ANd tHE MOVIEs: 
THE HOMEwORK

JANE AUstEN 
ANd tHE MOVIEs



Erin Cook
Director of Catering

CAtERING 
& 
PRIVAtE 
EVENts

CAtERING DEPARtMENt 

www.williamsclub.

The Catering Department would like to thank:

¸ Williams College, we look forward to hosting your Alumni 
Phonathon every year.
¸ Board Member David Bowen, for sponsoring the LEAD 
Board Meeting and Dinner.
¸ The American Kennel Club, for this past month’s events.
¸ Both The Buxton School and Susquehanna University, for 
choosing the club to host their annual Alumni and Student 
Mixers.
¸ Members Phil & Ilse Reynolds for hosting their son Jack’s 
rehearsal dinner here at the club. We wish Jack and his new 
bride the best!
¸ Florentine Films for using the club to �lm their recent 
interviews for upcoming documentaries.
¸ The Young Entrepreneurs Organization, we welcome your 
organization to the club and look forward to hosting your 
breakfast meetings throughout the year.

Since I work at an alumni club I was recently inspired 
to become more involved in my own alma mater�s alumni 
group. This would serve a couple of purposes. First, I would 
be in touch with more people with whom I shared a common 
experience. But second, I would be able to get a real sense of 
what it would be like to be an active alum, a feeling of what 
the needs of alumni might be, and a better idea of how to 
ful�ll those needs here at the club. 

The organization is called Big Apple Auburn. It is an 
organization for Auburn University Alumni in the tri-state 
area and I thought the only things the group organized were 
sporting events and cocktail parties, but I have now learned 
that there is so much more to get involved in. Coincidentally, 
new o�cer elections were at the end of February. After doing 
a little research I learned that o�cers are considered the main 
contacts between the college and the alumni. 

I stepped back and thought about it. On a daily basis 
I am responsible for assisting our members in organizing 
personal and corporate events. I work with each of our a�liate 
schools on fundraising events as well as alumni gatherings. I 
assist our program and membership managers in recruiting 
and retaining new members. These responsibilities are now 
all second nature to me. 

I won�t keep you in suspense any longer. In the end I 
decided to run for o�ce and after a good bit of networking 
amongst alumni I am now proud to announce that I am 
the new President of the Big Apple Chapter of the Auburn 
Alumni. 

Therefore I am now in the interesting position of being 
able to really put myself in the shoes of those who the club 
serves, and most especially you, the members.

I would love to hear ideas from those of you who are 
actively involved with your local alumni chapters and perhaps 
I can learn a few things that that I can bring to my association 
and/or to the club.

I�m about to learn that I can, in fact, be in two places 

THE INtERCLUB SCENE
CELEBRAtE MARdI GRAs “FAt TUEsdAY” wItH JEREMY DAVENPORt

He�s been called a �crooner for the 21st century� and his music packs them in for every 
performance. He performs at the Ritz-Carlton in New Orleans, and was recently named one of People 
Magazines Top 50 Bachelors. Don�t miss this one time chance to see New Orleans hottest new star 
live in New York�on Fat Tuesday! Cash bar available featuring the �Davenportini!�

Tuesday, March 4th, 8:00 PM at the Cornell Club (6 East 44th Street). Cost is $20 per person.

ALL-IVY 30-45 SINGLEs DINNER
Bring your friends and meet someone new at our 30+ Ivy Club Members Dinner. The evening 

will begin with a cash bar reception at 6:30 PM. At 7:00, have a seat for a spectacular three-course 
dinner. Men will enjoy each course at a di�erent table. In order to guarantee an equal number of 
men and women, you must reserve with a friend of the opposite sex. If you do not have someone 
with whom to reserve, you will be wait listed until we ensure an equal ratio.

Thursday, March 13th.  Reception at 6:30 PM. Dinner at 7:00 PM. At The Yale Club (50 Vanderbilt 
Avenue). The cost is $35 per person plus tax and gratuity. Drinks at the reception are additional (cash 
only). Reservations are required by March 11th. After this date all reservations become �nal sale. At 
the time of your reservation, please indicate if you request a vegetarian meal.

CABAREt NIGHt wItH NANCY ANdERsON
Join us in the Yale Club�s Main Lounge for a special performance by Nancy Anderson, star of 

the recent O�-Broadway hit Jolson and several Broadway productions. Ms. Anderson was an Olivier 
Award nominee for theLondon stage production of Kiss Me Kate. 

Monday, March 24th. Performance at 8:00 PM. Reservations are required by March 20th and 
cancellations will not be accepted after this date. Price is $5.

ICE WINE TAstING At VINtAGE NEw YORK
Since their opening in the summer of 2000, Vintage New York has become a quintessential 

resource for the most exciting wines from New York�s boutique wineries from Long Island, through 
the Hudson Valley, to the Finger Lakes. The knowledgeable sta� of Vintage New York will host an Ice 
Wine tasting as well as a discussion on popular wines from the famed Finger Lake region. Icewine, 
or Eiswein, originated in Franconia, Germany in 1794. Grapes were left on the vines until the �rst 
deep frost, and the freeze/thaw cycles that occurred concentrated both the sugars and �avors 
of the grape. The process has  since been re�ned and now ice wines are highly prized drinks. The 
tasting will also feature a sampling of light hors d�oeuvres produced in New York. Seating is limited. 
Please reserve early!

Monday, March 24th. Cost is $35 per person. Tasting gets underway promptly at 7:00 PM. This 
event is sponsored by the Cornell Club but takes place at Vintage New York (482 Broome Street - 6 
train to Spring/Lafayette, N/R to Prince, 1/9 to Canal)

ALL-IVY SPRING MIXER
Celebrate the warmer weather at our annual Spring Mixer!  Mix and mingle with fellow Ivy 

Leaguers over delectable hors d�oeuvres and complimentary beer, wine, and soda.  This event will 
take place in the Grand Ballroom of the Yale Club.

Thursday, April 10, 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm at the Yale Club (50 Vanderbilt Avenue). The cost of this 
event is $30 per person if reserved by April 8 and $35 cash only, at the door, space permitting.  Please 
note that walk-ins will be required to show their identi�cation cards from their clubs.

SPOtLIGHt ON CORPORAtE EVENts

Each week Brandt Johnson and Ellen Jovin of Syntaxis (www.
syntaxis.com) conduct presentation skills and business writing 
workshops here at the Club. Brandt (Williams �87) and Ellen, who are 
married, started their company in 1999 and usually teach classes 

together. Outside of the classroom they are often busy writing for corporate clients�projects 
ranging from speeches and articles to white papers and brochures.

Brandt and Ellen believe in keeping the classes small and interactive. The setting at the club 
helps. �Participants really appreciate the friendly intimate atmosphere of the club,� says Brandt. 
Workshop attendees come from diverse kinds of companies, including �nance, pharmaceutical, 
consulting, technology, law, engineering and publishing �rms.

Both Brandt and Ellen have backgrounds in journalism. In addition, Brandt, who has 
an M.B.A. from NYU, spent eight years as an investment banker and is an actor currently 
developing a one-man show. He previously played professional basketball in Europe and 
toured with the Harlem Globetrotters.

Ellen, a former college instructor, has a B.A. from Harvard and an M.A. in comparative 
literature from UCLA. A long-time runner, she has completed �ve marathons, four of them 
in New York City.

So, does Syntaxis have any good advice on how to shake those pre-speech jitters? �Most 
people can�t,� say Brandt. �It�s natural to be nervous.� �However, � adds Ellen, �The good news 

is that they can learn to use that nervous energy in positive ways, instead of �dgeting and doing 
other things that reveal their tension to their listeners.�
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THE GOURMEt TAstE

TAstE OF tHE TOwN NIGHts IN APRIL

PRE-PAssOVER NOsH FEst
FEAtURING ItEMs FROM 
CLAUdIA ROdEN’s THE BOOK OF JEwIsH FOOd
       On April 9th, with the help of Claudia Roden�s cookbook, I will duplicate some of her favorite dishes 
utilizing Ashkenazi and Sephardic recipes. Dishes will include Roast Squab with Chicken Liver Stu�ng, 
Zesty Tabbouleh, Falafel and Hummus and Lamb with Prunes.
       Wednesday, April 9th. Reserve seating from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Price is $35. Call the  Front Desk for 
Reservations.

Behind the Line
with the 

Executive Chef, CEC
Dear Members,
     
       One of several great things about being the Execu-
tive Chef of The Williams Club is having the freedom to 
create diverse menus.

       Aside from our Taste of the Town evenings we o�er 
various Happy Hours with di�erent themes and cuisines, 
prix �xe daily menu specials, a lounge menu, not to men-
tion special menus for the many events that occur dur-
ing any month. For example, March will feature menus 
inspired by Mardi Gras on March 4th, Ash Wednesday 
on the 5th, St. Patrick�s Day on the 17th, and the start 
of Spring on the 20th.

       Creating a menu is an art form. You must choose a 
recipe that �ts the occasion, research its history, �nd pro-
viders to supply the needed ingredients, test the recipe, 
and �nally train the sta� to prepare and serve it.

       I am very fortunate to have worked alongside or 
assisted some very talented and knowledgeable chefs 
and cooks from around the world who were willing to 
share their experiences with me. In the Club�s kitchen 
we have people representing China, Mexico, Puerto Rico, 
Ecuador, and the Caribbean. They help give me an inside 
track on creating authentic cuisine.

       As a member of a number of Chefs Associations I am 
also exposed to a variety of di�erent cuisines, products 
and techniques from around the world. I am an avid 
collector of cookbooks where I get ideas that I can use 
or modify to �t my style and needs.

       The Williams Club a�ords me the opportunity to keep 
learning and challenging myself to become better. 

       I appreciate the trust that you, the members, have 
placed in me and I only wish that more of you would put 
me to the test, because being a chef is not just about 
cooking. It is also about teaching and sharing.

Bon appetit.

     

Christopher James
Executive Chef

ANd DON’t FORGEt OUR FEBRUARY ANd MARCH TAstEs....

BABBO
Wednesday, February 26th. Reserve seating from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Price is $35. Call 

AN AMERICAn PLACE
Wednesday, March 26th. Reserve seating from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Price is $35. 
Call the Front Desk for Reservations.

MOLYVOS
Wednesday, March 12th. Reserve seating from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Price is $35. Call the 

Front Desk for Reservations.

Subscribe to 
the williams club 

weekly emails.
a new special offer 

every week.
not available 

anywhere else. 

ANd tHIs sEAsON’s FINAL TAstE OF tHE TOwN wILL FEAtURE:
ROsA MEXICANO
       

       On April 30th, we will feature the recipes of chef Roberto Santabanez of Mexico, 
whose ideas have revitalized Mexican cuisine from coast to coast and from border 
to border. With the assistance of Jose Miguel Aloquins and Rosendo Piccheco we 
will prepare festive foods �t for El Presidente. Along with authentic Mexican cuisine 
we will have imported cervezas and tequilas and Orlando�s margaritas.

      Wednesday, April 30th. Reserve seating from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Price is $35. 
Call the  Front Desk for Reservations.

$8  Movie tickets 
At ANY LOEws-SONY-CINEPLEX OdEON

The Williams Club o�ers members discounted ticket vouchers for all Loews, Sony, Sony Imax, Loews 
Imax, Cineplex Odeon, Magic Johnson, and Star theaters nationwide!

TO ORDER: Call the Williams Club at (212) 697-5300.  We�ll send you the vouchers (or leave them 
for you to pick up) and charge it to your Club account. Limit  of 4 vouchers per month per membership 
account. 

Dining Room Hours
MONdAY-FRIdAY ONLY

	 LUNCH

		  OAKLEY ROOM		  12:00 NOON - 3:00 PM

		  BAR & GRILL		  12:00 NOON - 3:00 PM

	 COCKtAILs

		  wHIttLEsEY ROOM	 4:30 PM - 9:00 PM

	 dINNER

		  OAKLEY ROOM 		  6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
If you haven’t been to the Club for drinks in a while, what are you waiting for?  Be sure 

to stop by the new Whittlesey Lounge after work to enjoy your favorite cocktail any night of 
the week. 




